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Date:  10/6/2025 

 

Subject: Changes to Malaria test name and reporting 

 

 

Effective Date: 10/6/2025  

 

Laboratory Section: Hematology 

Summary:  

Effective 10/06/2025, the Malaria Smear, Giemsa test (test code – MALA) will be renamed Blood 

Parasite Smear, Giemsa (test code – MALA). This change will facilitate result reporting of 

parasites other than malaria. 

Ordering providers are required to answer the following: 

1) Patient’s travel history. 

2) Parasites being screened for: Malaria, Babesia, Others. 

 

For reference, please see the attached screenshots of the Blood Parasite order screen. 

 

Questions: If there are any questions regarding this change, test requirements or ordering, 

please contact:  

For UCM: 

• Sandeep Gurbuxani MBBS, PhD, Medical Director, UCM Clinical Hematology Service 
sandeep.gurbuxani@bsd.uchicago.edu 

• Naseer Uddin MS, MLS (ASCP)CM Manager, UCM Clinical Hematology, 
naseer.udddin@uchicagomedicine.org 

For Ingalls: 

• Abdul Muhanna, MT, MS, M(ASCP)SM Supervisor, Microbiology, Ingalls Memorial 
Hospital. 
abdul.muhanna@uchicagomedicine.org 

 

Screenshots of the 

Blood Parasite order.docx
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