
 
 
DATE: April 1, 2020 
TO: UCH Medical Staff, House staff, Patient Care Centers, and Outpatient Clinics 
FROM: Kathleen G. Beavis, MD, Professor of Pathology and Medical Director of Microbiology and 

Immunology Laboratory 
Scott M. Matushek, MS, M(ASCP), Laboratory Manager, Clinical Microbiology and 
Immunology Laboratory 

RE: Implementation April 1, 2020:  Cepheid Rapid Xpert Xpress SARS-CoV-2 Test and NASAL 
collection for COVID-19 (SARS-CoV-2) patient testing  

 
The UCM Clinical Microbiology and Immunology Laboratories currently performs testing for the agent of 
COVID-19 (SARS-CoV-2) using the Roche cobas® SARS-CoV-2 RT-PCR high throughput assay.  This 
testing is batched and performed several times throughout the day, with results available in <24 hours. 
 
Additional COVID-19 (SARS-CoV-2) Assay:   
 
The Xpert Xpress SARS-CoV-2 test is a rapid PCR assay intended for the qualitative detection of nucleic acid 
from the SARS-CoV-2.  This test will be performed 24/7, requires 45 minutes of analytic time, and results 
should be available within 3 hours of receipt in the Microbiology Lab, depending on the volume of requests.  
The Xpert Xpress SARS-CoV-2 test and the cobas® SARS-CoV-2 RT-PC have equivalent performance. 
 
Specimen and transport requirements:   
 
Testing is routinely performed on flocked nasopharyngeal swabs collected in Universal Viral Transport 
Medium.  This is the same collection currently used for Respiratory Viral Panel testing (order code RVP) and 
Influenza A/B and RSV PCR (order code IRP). 
• If both COVID-19 and RVP or IRP testing are ordered, a single sample can be collected; make 

certain to label transport tube with both orders.   
 
As an additional option, testing for COVID-19 only can be performed on both Roche and Cepheid platforms  
using nasal swabs collected in eSwab liquid Amies transport medium (Oracle 250563).  No additional testing 
can be added to this order.  

Flocked Nasal Swab Specimen Collection    
Kit consists of flocked swab and ESwab Collection & Transport media. 
1. Insert the flocked swab into the patient’s nostril until a slight resistance is met.  
2. Rotate the flocked swab 2-3 times and hold the swab in place for 5-10 seconds to ensure maximum 
absorbency. 
3. Repeat in the second nostril with the same swab. 
4. Place the swab in the viral transport media and break the shaft at the designated breakpoint. 
5. Tightly close the lid. 

 
Test ordering information:   
This test is available for predetermined patient populations through the AgileMD pathway. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Scott Matushek, Laboratory Manager, in the Clinical Microbiology 
and Immunology Laboratories at 773-702-4116 or Kathleen G. Beavis, MD. 



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 


